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Other Personal Interests

John Widdowson Independent Governor (Vice Chair) Nil

Chair of Trustees - Workers Educational Association Adult 

Education Charity since 2016

Member - Board of Sofia University California since 2023

Member - Campus Strategic Management Committee, 

University of Portsmouth, London since 2023

Nil

Education Consultant - Northchild 

Education (UK) Ltd, Cormack 

Consultancy Group, Advance HE, 

Education and Training Foundation.

Darren Crossley Independent Governor

Director of Place - Sustainable Growth and Transport - 

Cumberland Council

Director of Industrial Solutions Hub, since May 2023

Member - Cumbria Tourism Board, since May 2023

Member - Carlisle Culture interim Board since 2018  

Member - Carlisle Cathedral Trust Board since 2011  

Fellow - Royal Institute of Arts since 2022  

Member - Society of Local Authority Chief Executives 

(SOLACE) since 2011 

Local Government Association Peer Assessor, since 2019  

Nil Nil

Ian Dunn Independent Governor

Provost - Coventry University Group

Director - Coventry University London Campus Ltd

Director - Coventry University Corporate Services Ltd

Director - AAP Education Ltd

Academic Advisor - QA HE Ltd

Trustee - Relationships Coventry and Warwickshire 

(formerly Relate)

Chair and Director - Coventry School Foundation

Director - Central Academy Trust

Governor - Escape Studios

Nil Nil

Paul Fitton Independent Governor Director Digital & Innovation - Northern Powergrid Nil Nil Nil

Andrew Forrest Independent Governor Chief Technical Officer - Nuclear Restoration Services Nil Nil Nil

Lisa Gregg Independent Governor Director of Business Transformation - Aston University Nil Nil Nil

Robert Holt Independent Governor
Board Member - Clear Futures 

Director - Robertson Group
Nil Nil Nil

Louise Humpish Independent Governor Global Acount Director - JLL Nil JLL Nil

Joanne Marshall Independent Governor

Director / Owner - JMM & Associates - People Matters Ltd. 

since Dec. 2022

Director-  Ellenroad Estate Ltd. since Dec. 2021

Director - Calmwater Hideaway Ltd

Trustee HPMA since 2017

Chair / Trustee ECC Ltd. since 2018
Nil Nil

Chris McCourt Independent Governor
Investment Director - Mercia Asset Management 

Managing Director - Hoppers Wood Ltd
Nil Nil

Wife is a coopted Governor on the 

Finance and General Purposes 

Committee at Gateshead College

Vikki Smith Independent Governor
Executive Director - Education & Standards at the 

Education & Training Foundation

Member of Academic Standards and Ethics - Arden 

University
Nil Nil

Rachel Taylor Independent Governor

Executive Director Resources - Berneslai Homes Ltd.

Managing Director - RT Associates Ltd. (dormant)

Non-executive Director - Everyday Homes Ltd. (dormant)

Sole Trader - Elias Business Growth

Nil Nil Nil
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Raghu Vydyanath Independent Governor
Chief Information Officer - National Institute for Health and 

Care Excellence (NICE)
Nil Nil

Close relative is employed by 

Access Infinity Digital, which assists 

pharma companies.

Chris Wigginton Independent Governor

Pro-Vice Chancellor and Executive Dean with 

Responsibility for Global Engagement and Partnerships - 

Ulster University

Nil Nil Nil

Andrew Young Independent Governor

Chief Operating Officer - London School of Economics and 

Political Science

Director - LSE Enterprise (LSE subsidiary)

Director - Great Fortune Property Company (LSE 

Nil Nil Nil

Liz Bromley Chief Executive Officer
Non-Executive Director - Newcastle Hospitals Foundation 

Trust since 2022

Council Member - Open University since 2024

Member - Mulberry Multi-Academy Trust since 2016

Board Member - NCFE since 2024

Trustee - The Witham Limited since 2024

Nil Nil

Chris Byrne Staff Governor Nil Nil Nil
Partner is employed by NCG as 

CSS Training Officer

Sally McMahon Staff Governor Nil Nil Nil Nil

Karrar Swadi Student Governor Nil Nil Nil Nil

Conor Allen Student Governor Nil Nil Nil Student Adviser to Student Panel

Lisa Sproats Chief Finance Officer Nil
Member - Teachers Pension Scheme Board since 2023 

Member - North Tyneside Audit Committee since 2024
Nil Nil

Scott Mulholland
Chief Information, Data and Estates 

Officer
Nil Trustee - Sir John Brunner Foundation Nil Nil

Steven Wallis Executive Director - Quality Nil
Member - Skills England Route Panel (formerly IfATE)

Member - NCFE Quality & Standards Committee
Nil Nil

Gerard Garvey Executive Principal - People & Culture Nil Director - Huddersfield Lawn Tennis Club Nil
Partner is employed by NCG as 

Commercial Services Manager

Tony Lewin Executive Principal - Curriculum Nil
Members - Northumbria University Business School 

Advisory Board
Nil

Partner is employed by NCG as 

Events and School Liaison Manager 

at Newcastle College

Sarah McGrath Principal - Carlisle College Nil
Trustee - Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Penrith

Trustee and Co-Chair - Prism Arts Charitable Foundation
Nil Nil

Cat Lewis Principal - Kidderminster College Nil
Director - Kidderminster Business Improvement District 

Board
Nil Nil

Simon Ross Principal - Newcastle Sixth Form College Nil
Trustee - Northumberland Church of England Academy 

Trust
Nil

Partner is employee of University of 

Sunderland Medical School
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Jamie Stevenson Principal - Lewisham College Nil
Governor - Oaklands College

Trustee - Deptford First
Nil Nil

Jon Ridley Principal - Newcastle College Nil Chair - Mixed Economy Group (MEG)  Nil Nil

Jane Button Principal - Southwark College Nil Nil Nil Nil

Jane Farrelly Director of Governance Nil Nil Nil Nil


